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tection. On its refusal, Stanley came to an agreement with
King Lepolod of the Belgians who became the personal
head of the Congo State, with Stanley as his principal
adviser. Other British subjects also helped, for Sir Francis
de Winton was its first Governor-General, and in later years
the Colony owed much to the railway enterprise of Sir
Robert Williams and to the commercial development of
Lever Brothers.
Duiing the direct rifle of King Leopold, the Arab slave
trade was suppressed, but many other serious abuses grew
up which were largely exposed by the Irishman Roger
Casement and Mr. H. W. Nevinson, and as a result of the
so-called "red-rubber" scandals, a commission cf enquiry
was set up by the Belgian Government and the Congo was
taken over as a Colony in 1908. Since that date great pro-
gress has been made in the development of the country and
the improvement of the welfare of the people.
Some thousands of miles of railways and roads have been
built and" there is steamer transport on the rivers and lakes.
Rail connection is now established with the Congo across
the Continent from Beira to Lobito Bay, and also with
Rhodesia and South Africa. Motor transport has developed
considerably and the discovery of the rich Katanga copper-
field near the Northern Rhodesian border has greatly
enhanced the mineral wealth of the Colony in recent years.
Formerly, the Congo was largely dependent upon rubber
and ivory; now it looks chiefly to minerals, which beside
copper include gold, tin and diamonds; palm-oil and its
products, coffee, cotton and other agricultural products.
Trading is largely monopolized by Belgian companies. The
territory includes the Ruanda-Urundi province, once part
of German East Africa.
In the Congo, the Belgian administration, though much
more centralized, is following British Colonial methods in